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Published:  Friday, May 15, 1992
May 8: In statements to reporters, armed forces assistant chief of staff Gen. Mauricio Vargas and
Presidency Minister Oscar Santamaria acknowledged that the government and the military had
fallen behind schedule in implementation of peace accord provisions. According to Vargas, of a
total 65 points contained in the peace accords timetable, compliance had been achieved in 46 cases.
He added that in 15 of the remaining 19 instances, responsibility for delays was in the hands of
the National Peace Commission (COPAZ). Vargas said the main cause of delays to date was the
Commission's problems in appointing directors to head various new organizations. He asserted that
the government would be back on track in terms of timetable compliance by May 31. Farabundo
Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) commander Gerson Martinez said the government's
acknowledgement of delays in implementation was "encouraging." According to a communique
by the UN observer mission to El Salvador (ONUSAL), government and rebel representatives had
agreed to new procedures for full implementation of the accords. The statement said both sides
had agreed to participate in periodic meetings to facilitate implementation. Gen. Victor Suanzes,
chief of ONUSAL's military observer task force, said the observer mission had concluded that
aircraft flying over rebel camps were not military planes. Suanzes added that information supplied
by the Salvadoran air force was crucial in ONUSAL investigations. Next, Suanzes said ONUSAL
had accepted as accurate weapons inventories turned in by the FMLN. May 9: In a communique
published in local newspapers, the Peace and Work Crusade asserted that the peace accords "lack
legitimacy," and were aimed at establishing a "socialist system." The Crusade denounced the
secrecy of the negotiations process leading up to the accords. May 11: In a speech to Nationalist
Republican Alliance (ARENA) party supporters, President Alfredo Cristiani said, "The organization
and structure of the armed forces will remain the same, and troop strength at 31,000 will be double
the number before the war" which began in 1980. [The peace accords call for a 50% reduction in
troop strength and restructuring of the armed forces.] FMLN spokespersons protested Cristiani's
remarks regarding military reorganization and reductions. The FMLN has submitted a request
to the ONUSAL to "closely scrutinize" plans for military cutbacks. COPAZ officials inaugurated
the national economic and social "concertacion" forum. Government, FMLN, trade union and
business sector representatives are charged with formulating solutions to socio-economic problems
which led to the 12-year civil war. Members of the National Private Enterprise Association (ANEP)
refused to participate in the forum. May 12: ONUSAL released a communique announcing that
the government and the FMLN had submitted separate reports to COPAZ detailing respective
progress in peace accord compliance. FMLN leader Shafick Handal said the rebels reported
compliance with 16 of 19 accord provisions. The FMLN has not fully implemented provisions
pertaining to concentration of rebel forces, and disarmament of 20% of rebel combatants by May
1. According to the FMLN, the government has complied with 23 of 55 provisions. Of the 23,
14 were executed "unsatisfactorily." Handal said rebel and government representatives would
commence daily meetings May 13 in an attempt to implement by May 31 provisions scheduled
for completion by May 1. ANEP president Camilo Bolanos told reporters, "We will be willing to
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join the [socio-economic concertacion] forum at some point in the next three to four weeks, as
long as it is understood that the laws of the nation must be adhered to in every sense of the word."
Bolanos noted that land occupations had recently declined. (Basic data from Agence France-Presse,
05/08-09/92, 05/11/92; Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 05/08-09/92,
05/11/92, 05/12/92; Spanish news service EFE, 05/08/92, 05/12/92)
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